12         THE MEANING OF THE WAR

than the utterance of a philosopher stirred by
deep patriotic feeling to uphold his country's
cause and denounce his country's foes, then,
however eloquent its appeal, it would have no
significance or value beyond its present power
to inspire courage in the hearts of his com-
rades. And it would not differ from equally
earnest appeals which other philosophers have
addressed to the world on behalf of their
fellow-countrymen. It has a much deeper
meaning. It is no mere indictment of modern
Germany's rulers or people* It goes' to the
very heart of the problem of the future*of
humanity. Shall the splendid material pro-
gress which has marked the scientific achieve*
ment of the last century be the forging of a
sword to destroy the freedom which life has
won with it from matter?

As these words are written the conflict is
raging, and the decision seems still far off.
Death is striking down the young in all the